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day. They do the same sometimes in the Deccan. Perhaps
digesting the tough worms of the South is a serious matter
to be done in warmth and ease.

The woodcock is so rare a bird in India, that he must
crowd in with the snipe. You get him in the forest clearings
in the Himalaya at 6000 or 7000 feet. You sometimes get
him in Baluchistan and also in the Blue Mountains of the
South, and also in the higher parts of the frontier hills. In
any case a woodcock day is to be recorded in red letters.

PARTRIDGE

Some of the partridges of India are very good fun; and
out of the way the best to shoot and the finest birds are the
Black Partridge of the grass by the northern river-beds.
Their almost virgin soil was the Tigris when the Army first
went there, getting up under your, feet as your steamer
touched the bank. On the Indus, in the Derajat, where the
wide beds of grass are interspersed with cultivation you may
get them to perfection, save only that the markets of Karachi
have set the villagers a-poaching. By poaching one means
trapping and killing with the throwing-stick, at which some
boys are clever, for there are no shooting rights and no
lord of the manor. You may shoot over anyone's land if
you shoot as a gentleman should, with consideration for the
crops and your owner. Some day the landowner and the
tenant may make a fuss, and now and again some non-
co-operator will try and spoil sport. The Indian himself is
taking to shooting, however, in his own way, and skims off the
cream in a none too sportsmanlike manner. The plump Black
Partridge naturally is worth his while. Older hands of the
landowning type will prefer to hawk, a heartless sport if on
foot after little quail; a better sport with partridge, but best
with the bustard, and that may take you a-galloping hard.

The other partridge in their commonplace names are the
Grey Partridge, good enough shooting in the yellow mustard
fields and the neighbouring grass, somewhat doubtful eating
if the fields are near to villages, for they are not particular